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ning the whole of Lower Saxony, over the first substantial Protestant combination which had yet been And the hopes formed, intoxicated the Catholic world with f1undedeontion joy. Even Pope Urban VIIL took up the them.            notion, which both Olivarez and Eichelieu
pretended to favour, of a new Grand Armada against Protestant England, poor Queen Anne being assigned the part of a kind of latter-day Mary Queen of Scots. The air was full of other visionary schemes; and although the arrogance of Wallenstein was defied by the walls of Stralsund, never had the power of the house of Habsburg been more imposing, or its exertions on behalf of the Catholic Eeaction more varied. Ferdinand II. had armies in the field in the Low Countries, in Poland, and before Mantua ; and soon Pope Urban VIII. must have consented to crown him Roman Emperor on Italian soil. And rather more than two months before concluding peace with his vanquished adversaries at Ltibeck (May 1629) he promulgated that Edict of Restitution which sought to carry back the religious history of the Empire more than seventy years. Afterwards, when the Edict of Restitution had proved to have been a fatal blunder, it was declared to have been inspired by the craft of Richelieu. In truth, it originated in the desire expressed at Mlihlhausen (1627) by the members of the The Edict of League, and by the spiritual electors in Restitution, particular, that all Catholic complaints as to violations of the reservatum ecelesiasticum should be settled once for all by a general imperial rescript. The moment naturally seemed propitious for redressing those long-standing and bitter grievances, the